IPWICH TRIP

At the recent Gala Dinner in the Europa hotel I managed to win the Auction prize of a trip for two to see Ipswich play. Ipswich are of course managed by West Belfast man, Mr Jim Magilton. My son, Conor and I headed across on Saturday 10th January to see Ipswich play Sheffield Wednesday. We flew to Stansted where we were picked up by Ipswich Towns player welfare officer, Wolfe Powell [a former England Rugby coach]. During our trip from Stansted to Ipswich, Wolfe brought me up to date on all player matters currently with Ipswich and his role within the club. Ipswich are presently mid- table in the Coca-Cola Championship and each game is critical in the push for promotion to the Premier League and the financial rewards that would ensue

Fans of teams in all sporting codes demand instant success. And those from Ipswich are no different. As we all know the media contribute to this, hence the pressure on the players and more importantly the manager can be intense. We arrived at the ground @ 1.30pm where we went straight to Jim’s office. Jim was very welcoming and was keen to hear of life back home. He then took us down to the changing room to meet the players and staff to get photographs, autographs etc. Former England no 2 [to Glenn Hoddle]John Gorman has recently joined Ipswich as assistant manager and he introduced us to the players who included former Real Madrid defender Ivan Campo , ex-Arsenal and England keeper Richard Wright and current star Ipswich forward Pablo Counago. Jim then took us out onto the pitch which was in tremendous condition. We then went back to Jim’s office for some refreshments before the game commenced.
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The game itself typified Ipswich’s season i.e. that of missed chances and inconsistency. It finished 1-1, but really Ipswich had plenty of opportunities to win. After the game we met up with the coaching staff in Jim’s office whilst Jim conducted his post match media duties. Former colleagues of Honorary Club President, Sir Bobby Robson were present. I found it to be a tremendous experience to be in the company of these people gaining an insight into the functioning of a top English club.

Conor and I then left the club and headed back to our hotel which was close to the ground. Another member of the Ipswich staff took us back to the airport on the Sunday morning. All in all, it was a great trip made special by Jim Magiltons 
hospitality and friendliness.[image: image2.jpg]



Finally, I wish again to thank the Gala organising committee for the wonderful night last November and the superb trip that my son and I had.

